
This has been a busy few months in the Office of Curriculum and Instruction as I have been learning about all 
aspects of my new role.  I am fortunate to have stepped into an office that has been well maintained by Daniel 
Hansen over the past 10 years, and I look forward to continuing his hard work on many initiatives, as well as 
exploring the new opportunities we will have to grow. 

One new change this year we are about to embark upon is in the area of testing.  At the high school level, all 
11th graders will be taking the Connecticut SAT as the state English and Math Assessment. Students in 10th 
grade will continue to take the Science CAPT. At the elementary and middle school levels, students in grades 3 
– 8 will take the Smarter Balanced assessment for the second year in English and Math, and the Science CMT 
will once again be administered to 5th and 8th graders. We have added a new section, “District Testing and 
Assessments,” on the Curriculum and Instruction page of the district website which contains information regarding 
all state assessments, including testing dates and FAQs for parents. 

Curricular leaders have continued to work with teachers at all levels to align curriculum with state standards, 
and create rigorous, authentic activities for students which are embedded into the curriculum.  Reading the en-
tries of the various curricular areas, it is clear that these snapshots provide just a fraction of the engaging learn-
ing activities taking place at all levels. 

I look forward to working with all of you as we continue to work together encouraging South Windsor students 
to Dream, Achieve and Inspire.  
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Curriculum Update - Winter 2016 

Approximately 90 high school Zoology, 
Marine Science, and Environmental Sci-
ence students from Deborah Field’s clas-
ses attended a Horizon Wings presenta-
tion in December. Horizon Wings is a 
non-profit Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
specializing in Birds of Prey.  The Center 
brought four birds of prey, including a 
red shoulder hawk, barred owl, pere-
grine falcon, and a bald eagle to South 
Windsor High School. During the presen-
tation students learned about the birds’ 
diet, injuries, life span,  territory and 
habitats. In addition, the wildlife profes-
sionals demonstrated sounds that the 
birds make, and highlighted special fea-
tures that are used to identify the spe-
cies. Another component of the presenta-
tion focused on how to prevent bird inju-
ries by using special stickers for windows, 
installing caps on chimneys, and evaluat-
ing the impact that garbage has on the 
environment.   

During the month of November, 6th 
grade science teacher Dianna Roy 
brought something “out of this world” to 
TE. Dianna earned her lunar and meteor-
ite certification from NASA. Dianna col-
laborated with colleagues Deb Bajorek 
and Pete Lepak to create hands-on in-
quiry activities that allowed students to 
explore moon and meteorite samples. 
Students worked with computers to inves-
tigate various craters on the Earth's sur-
face, made observations which allowed 
them to compare and contrast Earth and 
Lunar rock samples, and implemented the 
scientific method as they did a “Craters” 
mini lab where they explored how the 
size of a meteor affected the diameter 
of an impact crater.  

Connecticut adopted the Next Genera-
tion Science Standards (NGSS) in No-
vember 2015! The NGSS strives to reach 
all students through a three-dimension 
model, linking science and engineering 
practices, disciplinary core ideas, and 
crosscutting concepts in order to design 
solutions and explain phenomena. The 
state is suggesting a 5-year transition 
period for full implementation to take 
place; therefore, curricular alignment 
with the new standards will most likely 
occur as follows: 

YEAR GRADES 
2017-2018  K, 1, 2, 3, 6 and 9 
2018-2019  4, 7 and 10 
2019-2020  5, 8 and 11 

Science CMT in grades 5 and 8, and 
Science CAPT in grade 10, remain in 
place until further notice. The new state 
science tests are anticipated for the 
spring of 2020.   

Science Arnica Sullivan, Interim K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

strate proficiency in English and at least 
one other language. Fourteen states 
have already adopted a Seal of Biliter-
acy program and many more are cur-
rently considering it. Achieving literacy in 
more than one language gives our stu-
dents a unique, and critical, cultural and 
linguistic understanding of today’s world, 
and is truly an achievement to be cele-
brated. This seal would be attainable by 
both world language and Eng-
lish Learner students. The mis-
sion of the Seal of Biliteracy is 
to:  
 highlight second language ability as a key 

21st Century skill in college, career, and life;  

 show universities and potential employers 
that a student has the ability to effectively 
communicate with people from two or more 
languages and cultures, both orally and in 
writing; 

 encourage all students to pursue proficiency 
in at least one language other than their 
native language; and 

 focus school districts and teachers on the 
development of student language proficiency 
as a driving principle behind high quality EL 
and world languages curriculum instruction. 

Connecticut has adopted new English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) standards. 
The new standards were developed to 
help English Learners (ELs) become col-
lege and career ready. Beyond under-
standing common English usage, ELs need 
to understand the language used for 
grade-level instruction in English lan-
guage arts, mathematics, science, social 
studies and other content areas. The 
standards highlight and amplify the criti-
cal language, knowledge about lan-
guage, and skills for using language that 
are necessary for ELs to be successful in 
school. This spring, the EL teachers will 
start the process of learning the new 
standards as well as planning how to 
implement them moving forward. 

World Languages/English Learners Karen Stoj, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

Timothy Edwards Middle 
School world language 
teachers are piloting the use 
of Voice Thread in the curric-

ulum. Voice Thread allows teachers and 
students to add their voices to pictures or 
PowerPoints. This tool is currently being 
used for speaking assessments. We hope 
to evaluate the cost versus effectiveness 
at the end of the school year to plan for 
possible future implementation. Addition-
ally, 7th and 8th grade French teachers 
are beginning the exploration of new 
textbook supports. They hope to find an 
updated series that aligns to Common 
Core expectations with the use of au-
thentic language examples.  

The Connecticut State Board of Education 
recently sent forward legislation to im-
plement a “Seal of Biliteracy” in Con-
necticut school districts. The Seal of 
Biliteracy would be placed on high 
school diplomas of students who demon-
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This winter, the educational 
technology team launched 
a monthly newsletter, Bits 
and Bytes, which is shared 

with teachers across the district.  Each 
edition features tools and tips for using 
technology in the classroom. The Janu-
ary edition highlighted the Google 
Cultural Institute, which invites users to 
explore the world’s museums, concert 
halls, and cultural sites via the Internet. 
The Institute goes beyond the visual 
and performing arts. The Historic Mo-
ments collection includes exhibits on 
such wide-ranging topics as the Holo-
caust, the life of Nelson Mandela, and 
even the history of cake. Users can 
view exhibits as well as save items and 
create their own galleries to share with 
classmates.   

Technology content coach Ed Duclos 
has earned recognition as a Google 
Certified Educator: Level 1. Capitaliz-
ing on his new status, Mr. Duclos has 
begun a series of Friday mini-
workshops for teachers. Each session 
introduces teachers to new technology 
that can be used to enhance teaching 
and learning, such as Google’s 
MyMaps. This online tool supplements 
student research and provides an al-
ternative means to communicate their 
learning. Using MyMaps, students can 
pin locations, add annotations, and 
create hyperlinks. Students might, for 
example, create a map that shows 
Huckleberry Finn’s journey down the 
Mississippi River or documents signifi-
cant events during Westward Expan-
sion. Other Friday workshops have cen-

tered on finding digital newspapers 
from around the world, video editing, 
and creating YouTube playlists. 

Debbie Matchett, a Google Certified 
Trainer, has been busy coaching mid-
dle and elementary school teachers in 
the uses of Google Classroom.  Google 
Classroom provides an online forum for 
teachers to post assignments and share 
educational resources. Using this app, 
students can monitor due dates, submit 
assignments, and collaborate through a 
built-in blogging tool.  Additionally, 
Mrs. Matchett has been guiding teach-
ers’ development of classroom and 
grade-level websites. She has also 
worked with teachers to create online 
assessments with Google Forms.  

Educational Technology Steven Albrecht, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

In January, Timothy Ed-
wards Middle School teach-
ers travelled to CREC in 

Hartford to demonstrate to the Social 
Studies Council how South Windsor has 
embraced the new inquiry-based 
frameworks. Colleen Bergstrom, Lynne 
McAvoy, and Denise Zalaski shared a 
new 6th grade current events unit tied 
to the regional study of the Middle 
East which asks students to engage in 
Domain 4 activities of informed action. 
Seventh grade teachers Meegan 
Goodale, Barbara Madara and 
Amanda Shattuck presented their hun-
ger unit of study tied to their grade-
wide activity entitled “Empty Bowls.” 

This activity pairs Social Studies with 
the Art Department for a cross-
curricular experience for students. 

Technology content coach Ed Duclos 
presented websites and activities to 
high school Social Studies teachers in-
cluding resources on National Geo-
graphic, Newsela, Newspapermap, and 
HSI (Historical Scene Investigation). 
Teachers have also been investigating 
new document-based student activities 
on Social Studies topics published on 
the site C3Teachers.com. These re-
sources have been made available 
nationally and approach content both 
through documents as well as question-
ing to engage students. 

The Elementary Social Studies Commit-
tee met on February 3 as a K-5 team 
to continue identifying readings and 
resources for units, as well as to align 
current units with the new state frame-
works. Teachers also worked on PD to 
be delivered during early release 
Wednesdays in the spring cycle to 
grade-level groups.  

Among the exciting upcoming opportu-
nities this winter and early spring for 
students are the Harvard Model United 
Nations conference (high school), the 
Geography Bee Challenge (middle 
school), and both Lewis and Clark and 
the Webb-Deane-Stevens House field 
trips (elementary). 

Social Studies Gregory Frank, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 
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Elementary math coach-
es/interventionists have 
been busy hosting and pre-

paring for math nights at their respective 
schools. These fun-filled events include 
playing math games and incorporating 
music into math learning. Families learn 
more about Common Core Standards 
and how the standards have changed 
math learning today.   

Math competition is becoming increasing-
ly popular in South Windsor Public 
Schools. Timothy Edwards Middle School 
had a record breaking 86 students at-
tend the Friday before-school Math-
Counts program thanks to the enthusiasm 
and expertise of coaches William 
Denker and Beth Goldman. Aryan Kalia, 
Noah Leibowitz, Neal Shah, Keshav 
Ramesh, Maya Gopal, Dhanush Ko-
tumraju, Risha Ranjan, and Lily Moseni 

represented TEMS on February 6 at the 
Hartford Chapter MathCounts competi-
tion. MathCounts will also participate in 
the New England Math League competi-
tion at the end of February.  

John Smith-Horn, gifted and talented 
coordinator at TEMS, administered the 
American Mathematical Contest-8 (AMC 
8). Another record was broken with 80 
students registering for the test. Sixth 
grade student Aryan Kalia was present-
ed with an Achievement Roll Certificate, 
an award bestowed upon students in 
grade six or lower who record a score 
greater than or equal to a 15. In addi-
tion, 7th grade students Geethika Chan-
dragiri and Keshav Ramesh were pre-
sented with Honor Roll Certificates 
awarded to students who scored in the 
top 5% of all scores nationwide. 

South Windsor High School has 25 stu-
dents attending Math Team. The high 
school team is currently ranked in the top 
5 of 23 teams comprising the Capitol 
Area Math League. Members are look-
ing forward to the State Meet on April 
6, hosted by Greenwich High School.  A-
Team members this year include seniors 
Prathamesh Bang, Peter Mao and Brian 
Savidge; junior Matthew Bendernagel; 
and sophomores Carter Cobb, Sai Ma-
nasani and Bhavana Gunda. 

South Windsor High School is also 
pleased to welcome Donna Busa as the 
Math Learning Center teacher.  She is a 
great match for our students, who have 
welcomed her and enjoy the enthusiasm 
and knowledge that she brings to the 
classroom.   

Mathematics Sharon Keegan, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

At the elementary and mid-
dle school levels, the art 
teachers are introducing Vis-
ual Thinking Strategies (VTS) 

to their students. This web-based curricu-
lum tool allows art teachers to use mas-
terworks to engage students, teaching 
them how to look more carefully at de-
tails and become more descriptive in 
how they visually analyze, and verbally 
discuss, works of art. The elementary and 
middle school art staff will be exposed 
to further follow-up training for this in-
structional tool during the upcoming 
spring professional development day.  

Following up on the recent professional 
development series on arts integration, 
elementary art teachers continue to work 
in collaboration with their elementary 
school colleagues to create and deliver 
arts integrated lessons and units of study.  

K-12 art teachers have been sorting 
through this year’s student artwork to 
select the 2016 Art at the Capitol hon-
orees. The Art at the Capitol event will 
be held on Friday, April 1.  

Two of Lynsey Desmond’s PRS students 
recently won art contests. Both contests 
were sponsored by the CT Commissioner 

of Education’s Office. Zack Dixon, PRS 
grade 1, had his artwork chosen for ex-
hibition in Commissioner Wentzell’s office 
suite. Sania Prabhugate, PRS grade 2, 
had her artwork chosen to be made into 
a holiday card that the Commissioner’s 
office sent to all of their clients. 

Additionally, Annie Rentz had one of her 
high school student’s artwork honored at 
this year’s Art Scholastics Competition. 
Erin Galvin, SWHS grade 10, received a 
silver key for her creative metals art-
work.  

Congratulations to all! 

Visual Arts Nick Canova, K-12 Curriculum Program Coordinator 

Middle school students re-
cently completed their train-
ing in the American Heart 

Association’s First Aid and CPR course. 
Seventh grade students took part in the 
first aid training, while 8th grade students 
took part in CPR and AED training. Each 
student received their AHA certified card 
upon successful completion of their 
practicum and exam. The TEMS health 
teachers are proud of the hard work of 

all students as they take these life saving 
skills out into the community. 

Physical Education students at the ele-
mentary and middle school level recently 
completed the Connecticut Physical Fit-
ness Assessment. The assessment is com-
prised of four individual tests: Pacer 
(aerobic endurance); Sit and Reach 
(lower body flexibility); Push-Up 
(muscular strength); and Curl-Up 
(muscular endurance).  

Students in 8th grade will use the data 
provided by the test to design their own 
workout program as part of their physi-
cal education experience. Areas for 
physical improvement will be evaluated 
and incorporated into their individual-
ized plan. The design of the workout will 
be planned out and implemented over 
the course of a 3 week unit and will uti-
lize the fitness center at TEMS.   

Physical Education/Health Travis Edwards, K-8 Curriculum Program Coordinator 


